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Children Learn What They Live Poem

Children Learn What They Live: A Poem that Echoes the Truth

"Children learn what they live," is a simple phrase, but its power lies in its profound truth. It speaks
to the powerful influence of a child's environment on their development, not just in terms of their
intellectual growth, but their emotional, social, and moral development as well. This sentiment is
beautifully captured in the poem "Children Learn" by Dorothy Law Nolte, which eloquently
articulates the impact of our actions on our children's lives.

The Poem: A Window into Our Influence

The poem "Children Learn" begins with a powerful declaration: > "Children learn what they live
with." This statement establishes the poem's core message: children's learning is not limited to
classrooms and books. Their most significant lessons are absorbed from the environment they live
in, from the people they are surrounded by. This includes: • How we treat others: "If a child lives
with criticism, he learns to condemn." • How we communicate: "If a child lives with hostility, he
learns to fight." • How we handle emotions: "If a child lives with fear, he learns to be
apprehensive." • How we approach challenges: "If a child lives with encouragement, he learns
confidence." The poem continues to paint a picture of the powerful influence of our daily actions on
our children. It highlights the importance of: • Modeling positive behaviors: "If a child lives with
praise, he learns to appreciate." • Fostering a sense of belonging: "If a child lives with acceptance,
he learns to love." • Cultivating empathy and kindness: "If a child lives with fairness, he learns
justice." The poem emphasizes that children learn not just through explicit teachings but also by
observing and absorbing the behaviors of their caregivers and the world around them.

The Power of Modeling: A Foundation for Character

The poem "Children Learn" underscores the critical role of modeling in a child's development. It
teaches us that: • Children are constantly learning: They are like sponges, absorbing information
and behaviors from their surroundings. • Our actions speak louder than words: Children learn
more from what we do than what we say. If we preach honesty but act deceptively, our actions will
contradict our words and confuse the child. • Consistency is key: Children need to see consistent
actions aligned with our values to truly learn and internalize those values. The poem reminds us
that we are not just raising children, we are shaping their future selves. Our choices, behaviors, and
attitudes become the building blocks of their personalities and character.

The Importance of a Positive and Nurturing Environment

The poem "Children Learn" emphasizes the significance of creating a positive and nurturing
environment for children. This includes: • Providing a safe and supportive space: Children need to



feel safe and loved to flourish. • Encouraging self-expression and exploration: Children need
opportunities to express themselves creatively and explore their interests. • Promoting positive
values: Children need to see and experience kindness, fairness, and respect in their everyday lives.
By fostering a positive environment, we can help children develop strong emotional intelligence,
healthy self-esteem, and a sense of hope and purpose.

Beyond the Poem: Real-World Applications

The message of the poem "Children Learn" can be applied to various aspects of our lives. It
encourages us to: • Be mindful of our words and actions: Every interaction, every choice, every
reaction shapes our children's understanding of the world. • Set a positive example: We are role
models, whether we like it or not. Our responsibility is to be the best versions of ourselves so that
we can inspire our children. • Create a positive and supportive home environment: Children thrive
in a loving, respectful, and nurturing environment. • Be patient and understanding: Children are
learning and growing, and it takes time to develop positive habits and values.

Key Takeaways: A Guide for Parents and Caregivers

The poem "Children Learn" serves as a powerful reminder of the profound impact we have on our
children's lives. It highlights the importance of: • Modeling positive behaviors: Children learn by
observing the actions of their caregivers. • Creating a positive and nurturing environment:
Children thrive in an environment that fosters love, respect, and empathy. • Being mindful of our
words and actions: Our behavior directly influences how our children perceive and interact with the
world. By embracing the principles outlined in the poem, we can create a foundation for our
children's future success, not just in terms of academic achievements, but in terms of their personal
growth, emotional well-being, and overall happiness.

FAQs: Exploring the Poem's Insights

1. What is the poem "Children Learn" about? This poem by Dorothy Law Nolte emphasizes the
powerful influence of a child's environment, particularly their parents and caregivers, on their
development. It highlights that children learn by observing and absorbing the actions and attitudes
of those around them. 2. How can I use the poem's message in my parenting? The poem reminds
us to be mindful of our actions and words, setting a positive example for our children. Encourage
open communication, empathy, and respect. Creating a nurturing environment that values
kindness, fairness, and honesty will contribute to your child's emotional and social growth. 3. Does
the poem apply to all children? Yes, the message resonates with all children, regardless of age,
background, or upbringing. The principles of modeling, positive reinforcement, and creating a
supportive environment are universally applicable to child development. 4. Can this poem be
used to address negative behaviors in children? While the poem primarily focuses on positive
influences, it can also serve as a tool to understand the roots of negative behaviors. If a child
displays undesirable traits, consider what aspects of their environment may be contributing to
those behaviors. Addressing those contributing factors can help guide them toward more positive
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choices. 5. Can this poem help me understand the importance of role models in my child's life?
Absolutely! The poem emphasizes the power of role models, reminding us that we are not just
parents but also mentors and guides. By showcasing positive traits and values, we can inspire our
children to strive for excellence and develop a strong sense of moral compass. The poem "Children
Learn" serves as a powerful reminder of the immense responsibility we have as parents, caregivers,
and members of society. By consciously choosing our actions and creating a positive environment,
we can empower our children to become their best selves and contribute to a more compassionate
and equitable world.

Children Learn What They Live: Nurturing Values Through
Environment and Example

The timeless wisdom encapsulated in the poem "Children Learn What They Live" resonates deeply
with parents, educators, and anyone invested in the healthy development of young minds. This
powerful, yet simple, verse serves as a profound reminder that children are not born with innate
moral compasses; they are shaped by the world around them, absorbing lessons from every
interaction, observation, and experience. It’s a call to action, urging us to be mindful of the
environment we create for our children, for they are constantly learning, not just from what we say,
but more importantly, from what we *do*. The poem, often attributed to Dorothy Law Nolte,
beautifully illustrates the concept of experiential learning. It highlights how children internalize the
behaviors, attitudes, and values they witness, shaping their understanding of the world and their
place within it. This article will delve into the profound implications of this poetic truth, exploring
how a nurturing and positive environment fosters essential life skills and character development,
while a negative one can have detrimental effects. We'll also touch upon practical strategies for
parents and caregivers to actively cultivate environments where children can truly thrive and learn
positively.

Decoding the Core Message: More Than Just Words

At its heart, "Children Learn What They Live" is a testament to the power of modeling. It suggests
that the most impactful teaching isn't delivered through lectures or explicit instruction, but through
the daily lived experiences of a child. Let's break down some of the core tenets of the poem and
their implications:

If children live with criticism, they learn to condemn. This powerful line points to the1.
corrosive effect of constant negativity. When children are frequently met with judgment, fault-
finding, and harsh words, they internalize this critical lens, applying it to themselves and others.
They may develop low self-esteem, fear of failure, and a tendency to be judgmental.
If children live with hostility, they learn to fight. A home or environment filled with anger,2.
aggression, and conflict teaches children that fighting is the primary way to resolve issues or
assert oneself. This can manifest as aggressive behavior, bullying, or an inability to de-escalate



conflict.
If children live with fear, they learn to be apprehensive. Constant anxiety, insecurity, or3.
threats create an environment of fear. Children in such settings often become withdrawn,
anxious, and struggle with confidence. They may develop phobias or a pervasive sense of
unease.
If children live with pity, they learn to feel sorry for themselves. While empathy is4.
crucial, excessive pity can foster a victim mentality. Children who are constantly commiserated
with may not develop the resilience and problem-solving skills needed to overcome challenges
independently.
If children live with ridicule, they learn to be shy. Being mocked or made fun of erodes a5.
child's sense of self-worth and courage. They may become hesitant to express themselves,
participate in activities, or take risks for fear of further embarrassment.
If children live with jealousy, they learn to feel envy. Witnessing or experiencing jealousy6.
can lead children to compare themselves constantly to others, fostering feelings of inadequacy
and discontent.
If children live with shame, they learn to feel guilty. Constant shaming, whether public or7.
private, can instill a deep-seated sense of guilt and worthlessness. Children may struggle with
understanding appropriate boundaries and develop unhealthy coping mechanisms.

These lines, while stark, offer a crucial understanding of how negative environments can
inadvertently teach detrimental life lessons. They underscore the importance of creating a safe and
supportive space for children to grow.

The Flip Side: Cultivating Positive Traits

The poem doesn't just highlight the negative; it offers a beautiful counterpoint, showing the positive
outcomes of a nurturing environment:

If children live with encouragement, they learn confidence. When children are praised for1.
their efforts, supported in their endeavors, and celebrated for their achievements, they develop a
strong sense of self-belief and the confidence to tackle new challenges. This is a cornerstone of
positive child development.
If children live with tolerance, they learn patience. Witnessing understanding and2.
acceptance of differences helps children develop empathy and the ability to wait, to listen, and
to appreciate diverse perspectives. This fosters a more harmonious social interaction.
If children live with praise, they learn to appreciate. Regular, genuine praise teaches3.
children to recognize and value the good in themselves and others. They learn to acknowledge
effort and celebrate successes, both their own and those of their peers.
If children live with acceptance, they learn to love. When children feel unconditionally4.
loved and accepted, they internalize this feeling and learn to extend that same love and
acceptance to others. This is fundamental to building healthy relationships.
If children live with approval, they learn to like themselves. Feeling validated and5.
approved of by their caregivers and significant adults helps children develop a positive self-
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image and a sense of belonging. This is crucial for emotional well-being.
If children live with recognition, they learn to have a goal. When a child's efforts and6.
contributions are acknowledged, they are motivated to strive for more. This fosters a sense of
purpose and encourages goal-setting.
If children live with honesty, they learn what truth is. Witnessing and experiencing7.
honesty in their interactions teaches children the value of integrity and the importance of
speaking truthfully. This builds trust and a strong moral foundation.
If children live with fairness, they learn justice. Experiencing fairness in how rules are8.
applied and how people are treated helps children understand the concept of justice and develop
a sense of equity.
If children live with kindness and consideration, they learn respect. Being treated with9.
kindness and thoughtfulness teaches children how to extend those same courtesies to others,
fostering mutual respect and positive social skills.
If children live with security, they learn to have faith. A stable, safe, and predictable10.
environment allows children to feel secure. This security fosters trust in others and in the world,
leading to a sense of faith and optimism.
If children live with friendliness, they learn that the world is a nice place. Positive social11.
interactions and a welcoming atmosphere teach children to approach others with openness and
trust, viewing the world as a generally positive and approachable place.

These positive traits are not accidental. They are cultivated through intentional effort, by creating
an environment that actively nurtures these qualities.

Practical Applications: Parenting and Education in Action

Understanding the poem's message is one thing; implementing it is another. Here are some
practical ways parents and educators can apply these principles:

Creating a Home Environment of Positivity

* Mindful Communication: Be conscious of your words. Instead of criticizing, offer constructive
feedback. Instead of yelling, use a calm and firm tone. Focus on praising effort and specific
behaviors rather than general pronouncements. * Conflict Resolution Skills: Model healthy ways
to resolve disagreements. Show children how to communicate their needs, listen to others, and find
compromises. * Emotional Expression: Create a safe space for children to express their emotions
without judgment. Teach them healthy coping mechanisms for anger, sadness, and frustration. *
Building Resilience: Allow children to experience natural consequences of their actions (within
safe limits). Encourage them to try again after setbacks and celebrate their perseverance. *
Fostering Independence: Provide age-appropriate opportunities for children to make choices and
do things for themselves. This builds confidence and self-reliance. * Showing Unconditional
Love: Let your children know that you love them, even when they make mistakes. This sense of
security is paramount.



The Role of Educators and Schools

* Classroom Climate: Teachers play a crucial role in shaping the classroom environment. A
positive, inclusive, and supportive classroom where all students feel valued and respected is
essential. * Modeling Behavior: Educators are constant role models. Demonstrating patience,
empathy, fairness, and encouragement sets a powerful example. * Promoting Cooperation:
Design activities that encourage teamwork and collaboration, teaching children to work together
and value diverse contributions. * Addressing Bullying and Conflict: Implement clear policies
and strategies for addressing bullying and resolving conflicts constructively. Teach children
assertiveness and empathy. * Celebrating Diversity: Create an environment where differences
are celebrated and understood. Teach children about different cultures, perspectives, and
backgrounds.

The Long-Term Impact: Shaping Future Citizens

The lessons learned in childhood, whether positive or negative, have a profound and lasting impact.
Children who grow up in nurturing environments are more likely to become well-adjusted,
empathetic, and productive members of society. They develop strong emotional intelligence,
effective communication skills, and a healthy sense of self. These individuals are better equipped to
build positive relationships, contribute meaningfully to their communities, and navigate the
complexities of life with resilience and optimism. Conversely, children who are exposed to criticism,
hostility, and neglect may struggle with these same areas. They might face challenges in forming
healthy relationships, managing their emotions, and achieving their full potential. The "cycle of
learning" described in the poem suggests that these learned behaviors can be passed down
through generations if not consciously addressed and redirected.

Conclusion: A Continuous Journey of Conscious Creation

"Children Learn What They Live" is not a prescriptive manual, but a guiding principle. It's a powerful
reminder that we are the architects of our children's learning experiences. Every interaction, every
word, and every action contributes to the blueprint of their developing character. By consciously
choosing to cultivate environments filled with encouragement, acceptance, honesty, and kindness,
we are not just raising children; we are shaping the future. This poetic truth challenges us to be
more mindful, more intentional, and more loving in our approach to parenting and education. It
encourages us to look inward and examine our own behaviors, for in our actions, our children find
their most profound lessons. The journey of nurturing positive growth is continuous, and by
embracing the wisdom of "Children Learn What They Live," we can help our children blossom into
confident, compassionate, and capable individuals, ready to live their own positive lives. The power
to shape their world, and by extension, our future, lies within the environment we create for them
today. This is the essence of lifelong learning, starting from the very first moments of life.
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The Transformative Power of "Children Learn What They Live:
A Poetic Reflection on Early Learning

The phrase "children learn what they live" carries profound resonance, especially when expressed
through poetic language. It speaks to the quiet yet powerful truth that children absorb the world not
only through formal education but through the rhythms, values, and behaviors woven into daily life.
When framed as a poem, this idea transforms into a deeply moving reflection on how the home
environment shapes a child’s character, beliefs, and emotional intelligence. This poetic expression
captures the essence of early development, reminding caregivers and educators alike that their
actions speak louder than words.

The Poetic Roots of Learning Through Lived Experience

Poetry, with its lyrical flow and emotional depth, offers a unique lens through which to explore how
children internalize their surroundings. “Children learn what they live” is not merely a saying—it
becomes a living metaphor, illustrating how young minds absorb kindness, resilience, curiosity, and
empathy through the daily example set by adults. In the quiet moments of shared meals, gentle
conversations, and patient responses to frustration, children learn to navigate emotions, build self-
worth, and develop social awareness. The poem distills this complex process into accessible,
heartfelt verses that echo the truth of early childhood development: learning begins at home, not in
classrooms alone.

Key Insights: Beyond Rote Instruction

This poetic narrative reveals that true learning for children is experiential and relational. Unlike
passive absorption of facts, children thrive when they witness integrity, compassion, and curiosity
modeled consistently. The poem emphasizes that values are not taught through lectures but lived
through presence—by listening with care, responding with patience, and embracing imperfection. It
highlights the role of emotional safety in learning, where children feel secure enough to explore,
make mistakes, and grow. These insights align with modern developmental psychology, reinforcing
that secure attachment and positive role modeling form the foundation of lifelong emotional and
cognitive health.

Applications in Parenting and Education

Understanding “children learn what they live” has tangible applications in both home and school
settings. Parents who practice mindfulness in their interactions—choosing calm over reactivity,
curiosity over judgment—create environments where children naturally absorb positive behaviors.
Teachers who embody enthusiasm for learning, respect for peers, and resilience in the face of
challenges become living examples that reinforce classroom lessons. When educators and
caregivers align their actions with their values, children develop stronger self-concept, better
coping skills, and a deeper sense of belonging. This approach fosters inclusive, supportive



communities where growth is nurtured through authentic presence.

Benefits: Cultivating Whole, Resilient Individuals

The benefits of living this principle extend far beyond childhood. Children who grow up in
environments where values are embodied rather than imposed tend to develop greater emotional
intelligence, empathy, and adaptability. They learn to navigate conflict with compassion, approach
challenges with curiosity, and maintain self-respect even in difficulty. These traits lay the
groundwork for healthy relationships, academic success, and mental well-being across the lifespan.
Moreover, when children see adults living with integrity, they internalize a sense of purpose and
confidence that empowers them to contribute meaningfully to society.

The Future Outlook: A Culture of Mindful Modeling

Looking ahead, the message of “children learn what they live” offers a hopeful vision for future
generations. As awareness grows around the impact of early experiences, more families and
institutions are embracing intentional, compassionate living. Digital spaces, media, and community
programs increasingly reflect this shift, offering tools to support mindful parenting and education.
The poem reminds us that though children learn through life itself, it is the conscious choices of
caregivers and educators that shape the quality of that living. In nurturing environments rooted in
authenticity and care, society can cultivate not just smarter children—but wiser, kinder, and more
resilient humans.

Reading habits rarely stay the same throughout a lifetime. They shift as responsibilities grow,
environments change, and priorities evolve. What remains constant is the human need to
understand, to learn, and to make sense of information. The ability to download Children Learn
What They Live Poem fits naturally into this ongoing adjustment, offering a form of access that
adapts rather than demands. Many people discover that learning works best when it feels available,
not imposed. Downloadable books allow readers to approach knowledge on their own terms. There
is no fixed schedule, no external pressure, and no requirement to move at a predetermined pace. A
book can be opened briefly, closed without guilt, and reopened later with fresh perspective. This
freedom changes how readers relate to content. Instead of rushing to finish, they linger. They
pause at ideas that resonate and skip ahead when curiosity leads elsewhere. Children Learn
What They Live Poem becomes a space for exploration rather than a task to complete. Time,
often considered the biggest obstacle to learning, becomes more manageable in this format. Small
moments accumulate. A few paragraphs during a break, a short section before sleep, or a quick
reference during work gradually build understanding. Learning becomes woven into daily routines
instead of competing with them. Portability reinforces this integration. Carrying entire libraries in
one place removes the need to choose a single book for a single moment. Readers move fluidly
between subjects, returning to familiar ideas or venturing into new territory without hesitation. This
flexibility encourages intellectual curiosity rather than limiting it. PDF files support this approach
through consistency. Pages remain structured, visuals stay aligned, and references stay intact.
Readers do not need to adjust to changing layouts or formats. The material feels stable, allowing
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attention to remain on meaning and interpretation. Interaction deepens engagement. Highlighted
passages capture moments of clarity. Notes preserve personal reflections. Bookmarks act as gentle
reminders rather than final stops. Over time, Children Learn What They Live Poem becomes
layered with the reader’s thoughts, creating a dialogue between text and experience. Search tools
quietly enhance confidence. Knowing that information can be found quickly encourages readers to
return often. They revisit sections, clarify doubts, and reinforce understanding without frustration.
This ease transforms books into dependable companions rather than static resources. Affordability
also influences how freely people explore. When access is affordable or free through legal
platforms, curiosity carries less risk. Readers experiment with unfamiliar topics, knowing that
exploration does not require significant commitment. This openness often leads to unexpected
insights. Libraries such as Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and Internet Archive provide access to
a wide range of works that continue to shape learning worldwide. Academic repositories
complement these collections by offering research and analysis that deepen understanding.
Together, they form a network that supports independent growth. Choosing legitimate sources
matters. Trusted platforms ensure accuracy, safety, and respect for intellectual contributions.
Responsible access helps preserve the availability of knowledge while protecting users from
unreliable content. In professional contexts, downloadable books become tools for reflection and
reference. They support decision-making, problem-solving, and skill development. Professionals
consult them quietly, returning when clarity is needed rather than treating learning as a separate
activity. Students benefit in similar ways. Learning becomes more personal when materials are
always accessible. Revisiting difficult sections, reviewing notes, and preparing at one’s own pace
supports confidence and comprehension. The learning process feels adaptable rather than rigid.
Different reading styles find equal support. Some readers prefer steady progression, while others
move intuitively between sections. Digital formats accommodate both without judgment. Children
Learn What They Live Poem remains flexible enough to support diverse approaches.
Accessibility features further widen participation. Adjustable text size, reading assistance, and
compatibility with support tools ensure that learning remains open to individuals with different
needs. These features quietly remove barriers that once limited access. Organization becomes a
natural part of learning. Digital libraries grow alongside interests and goals. Files remain
searchable, notes preserved, and insights easy to revisit. Learning feels cumulative rather than
fragmented. Another subtle change appears in confidence. When readers know they can return at
any time, pressure fades. Understanding develops gradually through repetition and reflection. Ideas
settle more deeply when they are revisited rather than rushed. Global access adds richness to the
experience. Readers from different cultures and backgrounds engage with the same material, often
interpreting ideas through different lenses. This shared access broadens perspective and
encourages thoughtful comparison. Exploration becomes easier when effort is low. Readers venture
beyond familiar subjects, connecting ideas across disciplines. This cross-pollination strengthens
creativity and critical thinking, allowing knowledge to grow organically. Long-term engagement
becomes possible when resources remain available. Notes saved today support understanding
tomorrow. Bookmarks placed months ago still guide attention. Learning stretches across time
rather than resetting with each new resource. The role of books subtly shifts. Instead of being



consumed once, they remain present. They wait patiently, ready to be reopened when curiosity
returns. This availability transforms reading into an ongoing relationship rather than a single event.
Digital literacy develops naturally through this interaction. Readers become comfortable managing
files, evaluating sources, and navigating information. These skills extend beyond reading,
supporting broader academic and professional competence. The appeal of downloading Children
Learn What They Live Poem lies not only in convenience, but in how it supports sustainable
learning habits. It aligns with real-life rhythms rather than idealized schedules. Learning becomes
something that adapts to life, not something life must adjust for. As interests change, resources
remain flexible. Readers return with new questions, different perspectives, and deeper curiosity.
The same text offers new insights depending on context and experience. This adaptability supports
lifelong learning. Knowledge does not stagnate when access remains constant. Instead, it grows
alongside changing goals, responsibilities, and understanding. Books become quieter companions.
They do not demand attention, yet remain available. They offer structure without pressure and
depth without rigidity. Over time, these qualities shape mindset. Learning feels approachable.
Curiosity feels welcomed. Understanding feels earned rather than forced. Accessing Children
Learn What They Live Poem in this way reflects a broader shift in how people engage with
information. It prioritizes continuity over completion, reflection over speed, and curiosity over
obligation. Rather than marking an endpoint, each return to the text opens a new entry point. Ideas
evolve, questions deepen, and understanding grows gradually. In this space, learning continues
without announcement. It moves alongside daily life, responding to moments of interest, quiet
reflection, and renewed curiosity. And in that steady presence, knowledge remains not as a
destination, but as something that stays close, ready whenever it is needed.

Questions & Answers About children learn what they live
poem

No Question Answer

1 What's the core message of the
'Children Learn What They Live'
poem?

The poem emphasizes that children absorb and
internalize the environment, behaviors, and attitudes
they are exposed to. It highlights that positive
experiences foster positive development, while negative
ones can lead to detrimental outcomes.

2 Who is the author of the
'Children Learn What They Live'
poem, and what's its typical
origin?

While often attributed to Dorothy Law Nolte, the poem's
exact origin is debated. It's widely known and shared,
often in parenting and educational contexts, due to its
powerful message.

3 How does the poem suggest we
can positively influence a child's
development?

The poem suggests fostering a nurturing environment
filled with love, patience, encouragement, kindness, and
fairness. By 'living' these positive traits, children are
more likely to 'learn' and embody them.
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4 What are some of the negative
outcomes the poem warns about
if children 'learn' from a harsh
environment?

The poem warns that children exposed to criticism may
learn to condemn, hostility may lead to antagonism, fear
may foster anxiety, pity may breed self-pity, and ridicule
may lead to a shy disposition.

5 Can you give an example from
the poem that illustrates the
principle of learning through
observation?

A classic example is: 'If children live with criticism, they
learn to condemn.' This shows how a child witnessing
constant criticism might internalize that behavior and
apply it to others.

6 Why is this poem still so relevant
for parents and educators
today?

Its enduring relevance stems from its simple yet profound
reminder of our responsibility. In a fast-paced world, the
poem grounds us in the fundamental truth that our
actions and environment directly shape a child's
character and future.

7 Beyond direct behaviors, what
deeper lessons does the poem
teach about a child's emotional
well-being?

The poem underscores that children learn to feel secure,
loved, and valued when surrounded by acceptance and
encouragement. Conversely, a lack of these can lead to
feelings of inadequacy and insecurity.

Children Learn What They Live Poem
eBook Resource

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks provide structured digital knowledge.

Core Discussion

Digital books help readers maintain productivity.

Practical Use

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks support consistent study routines.

Conclusion

Digital reading improves access to information.

Structured chapters promote steady progress.

As digital literacy grows, Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks become increasingly
relevant.

Preserved knowledge supports continuity despite staff changes.

Readers can maintain extensive libraries without space limitations.



Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks are cost-effective solutions for learners seeking high-
value educational resources.

Through consistent formatting, Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks improve reading speed
and comprehension.

Repeated exposure reinforces knowledge and supports mastery.

Accurate reference improves outcomes.

Modularity supports targeted learning without unnecessary repetition.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks reduce time spent validating information sources.

Readers can study Children Learn What They Live Poem at their own pace, revisiting complex
sections while skipping familiar topics to optimize learning efficiency and personal relevance.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks fit naturally into disciplined study routines.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks provide a reliable foundation for both academic study
and practical application.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks provide a structured and reliable way to consume
knowledge in an increasingly digital world.

Digital access enables quick consultation during real-world application.

Repeated exposure reinforces mastery.

Uniform presentation helps maintain focus during extended study sessions.

Readers can incorporate Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks into daily routines without
significant time or space requirements.

They adapt to changing consumption patterns.

Navigation tools improve efficiency when reviewing specific topics.

This integration allows learners to connect reading materials with broader knowledge management
practices.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks support diverse learning styles by combining
structured text with optional multimedia references.

Digital Children Learn What They Live Poem books allow access across multiple devices, enabling
seamless transitions between desktop, tablet, and mobile reading environments without disrupting
learning continuity.

This autonomy encourages deeper understanding and reduces learning-related stress.

Continuous engagement with Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks helps reinforce habits
that lead to long-term intellectual growth.
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Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks support lifelong learning initiatives.

Structured chapters promote steady progress.

The portability of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks ensures that learning materials are
always available regardless of location or time constraints.

Educators value Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks for curriculum consistency.

Consistent engagement with Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks helps reinforce learning
routines and intellectual discipline.

The modular design of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks allows readers to focus on
specific sections.

The portability of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks ensures that learning materials are
always available regardless of location or time constraints.

Standardization improves assessment alignment and learning outcomes.

Strong foundations support advanced skill development.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks help bridge the gap between theory and practice
through structured explanations.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks are frequently referenced during planning and
execution phases.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks function as stable knowledge repositories.

Accurate reference improves outcomes.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks serve as long-term knowledge assets rather than
temporary information sources.

Readers use Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks to revisit core principles.

Methodical study improves mastery.

This autonomy encourages deeper understanding and reduces learning-related stress.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks allow readers to highlight, annotate, and save
important sections, improving retention and long-term understanding.

Readers often return to Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks as reference tools.

Preserved knowledge supports continuity despite staff changes.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks allow readers to engage deeply with subjects.

Readers use Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks to revisit core principles.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks provide consistent formatting that reduces cognitive
load and improves reading flow.



Many organizations incorporate Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks into internal training
systems to ensure standardized knowledge transfer.

Segmented content helps reduce cognitive overload and improves comprehension.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks are commonly used in digital education environments
due to their scalability, consistency, and ease of distribution.

The digital format of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks supports quick updates,
corrections, and content expansions.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks can be updated to reflect evolving standards.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks are suitable for beginners seeking foundational
knowledge as well as advanced readers refining specific skills or deepening existing expertise.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks empower users to track progress, set learning
milestones, and maintain motivation over time.

They adapt to changing consumption patterns.

The modular structure of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks allows readers to focus on
specific sections without losing overall context.

Through structured chapters, Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks guide readers from
conceptual understanding to practical application.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks allow readers to revisit foundational concepts as their
understanding deepens.

Reusable content supports ongoing education without repeated investment.

Readers can incorporate Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks into daily routines without
significant time or space requirements.

This integration allows learners to connect reading materials with broader knowledge management
practices.

Readers benefit from Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks by reducing distractions
commonly found in unstructured online content.

Their scalability allows consistent distribution across teams and organizations.

Font size, spacing, and display options enhance comfort and focus.

Compatibility with devices enhances accessibility.

Professionals often rely on Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks for ongoing skill
maintenance.

Lower barriers enable a wider audience to access Children Learn What They Live Poem knowledge
regardless of geographic or economic limitations.
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Content remains relevant through updates.

Digital libraries replace bulky collections while preserving accessibility.

From an educational standpoint, Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks encourage active
reading through annotation, highlighting, and structured navigation tools.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks serve as long-term knowledge assets rather than
temporary information sources.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks can be updated to reflect evolving standards.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks encourage consistent engagement by lowering
barriers to entry.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks offer a practical solution for learners seeking depth
without overwhelming complexity.

Learners often revisit Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks as reference materials.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks align with contemporary reading habits by supporting
short, focused study sessions.

This emphasis encourages thoughtful understanding.

This format accommodates fragmented schedules while maintaining content depth and continuity.

Consistent engagement with Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks helps reinforce learning
routines and intellectual discipline.

Beginners and advanced learners alike benefit from flexible content depth.

Repeated exposure reinforces knowledge and supports mastery.

The low entry barrier of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks allows learners to start new
subjects without significant financial investment.

Reduced paper usage contributes to environmental efficiency.

Thoughtful reading supports critical thinking.

Stability encourages confidence in materials.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks support knowledge standardization within structured
learning environments.

The accessibility of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks supports lifelong learning by
making knowledge available to users at any stage of their personal or professional development.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks are frequently referenced during planning and
execution phases.

The convenience of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks supports long-term educational



goals alongside professional responsibilities.

The digital format of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks allows rapid revision, correction,
and content expansion.

Professionals often prefer Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks for reference-based
learning.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks provide a reliable baseline for further exploration.

With Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks, learners can personalize their reading
experience by adjusting font size, background color, and layout to improve comfort and
comprehension.

Many learners report improved discipline when using Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks align well with modern digital workflows and
productivity tools.

Reduced paper usage contributes to environmental efficiency.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks are particularly valuable for independent learners who
prefer flexible and self-directed educational resources.

Reusable content supports long-term learning goals.

Organizations adopt Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks to reduce training costs.

Many learners report improved discipline when using Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks encourage disciplined learning habits.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks align with contemporary reading habits by supporting
short, focused study sessions.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks make complex subjects approachable through clear
organization.

From an educational standpoint, Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks encourage active
reading through annotation, highlighting, and structured navigation tools.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks support offline access once downloaded.

Digital distribution ensures that learners receive identical content regardless of location.

This flexibility allows knowledge acquisition to occur naturally throughout the day.

They balance innovation with reliability.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks enable rapid topic navigation through search features,
bookmarks, and hyperlinks, making them effective tools for problem-solving, reference, and
focused research.
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Learners often revisit Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks as reference materials.

Readers value Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks for clarity and organization.

Clear goals improve consistency.

Reusable content supports ongoing education without repeated investment.

Digital formats ensure identical learning materials for all participants.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks remain effective regardless of platform trends.

Updates can be deployed without reprinting or redistribution delays.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks are suitable for learners at different experience levels.

Professionals using Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks can quickly refresh their
knowledge before meetings, presentations, or decision-making processes.

Baseline knowledge supports independent research.

Digital reading makes Children Learn What They Live Poem knowledge easier to access by reducing
barriers related to location, cost, and physical storage requirements.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks support offline access, enabling uninterrupted learning
without constant internet connectivity.

Many learners appreciate Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks for their ability to
consolidate large amounts of information into structured formats.

Students often prefer Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks because they integrate easily
with digital note-taking and productivity systems.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks support incremental learning by breaking complex
subjects into manageable sections.

Ultimately, Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks represent a scalable, efficient, and future-
oriented approach to knowledge delivery.

The modular structure of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks allows readers to focus on
specific sections without losing overall context.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks align with modern productivity systems.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks serve as reliable reference materials that can be
revisited whenever questions arise.

Readers benefit from Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks by gaining instant access to
organized material.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks are often used in environments that value accuracy.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks support offline access once downloaded.



Consistent formatting allows readers to focus on content rather than navigation challenges.

Businesses leverage Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks to onboard new employees
efficiently and consistently.

The long-term value of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks lies in their reusability and
adaptability.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks democratize access to information by minimizing
production and distribution costs compared to traditional publishing models.

The low entry barrier of Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks allows learners to start new
subjects without significant financial investment.

Content remains relevant through updates.

Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks provide measurable long-term value.

Entire libraries can be accessed from a single device.

Through consistent formatting, Children Learn What They Live Poem eBooks improve reading speed
and comprehension.

Summary and Recommendations
Children Learn What They Live Poem offers a comprehensive combination of knowledge depth,
portability, flexibility, and ease of access that makes it highly valuable for learners, researchers,
and professionals alike. Throughout its various formats and editions, Children Learn What They Live
Poem adapts to modern reading habits while preserving the reliability and structure required for
serious study and long-term reference. As a digital resource, it bridges traditional reading with
contemporary technology, enabling users to learn efficiently across multiple environments.

One of the key strengths of Children Learn What They Live Poem lies in its portability. Unlike
physical books that require storage space and careful handling, digital versions can be carried
across devices, accessed on demand, and synchronized effortlessly. This mobility allows users to
integrate learning into daily routines, whether at home, in academic settings, at work, or while
traveling. Combined with search functionality and annotations, portability transforms passive
reading into an active and productive experience.

Proper organization is essential to fully benefit from Children Learn What They Live Poem.
Maintaining structured folders, consistent file naming, and clear separation between editions
ensures that content remains easy to locate and reliable over time. As collections grow, organized
systems prevent confusion and reduce the risk of referencing outdated or incorrect materials.
Thoughtful organization supports long-term usability and professional workflows.

Digital features such as highlighting, annotations, bookmarks, and searchable text significantly
enhance comprehension and retention. These tools allow users to interact directly with Children
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Learn What They Live Poem, making it easier to revisit key ideas, summarize complex sections, and
build personalized study notes. When used consistently, these features transform digital documents
into dynamic learning tools rather than static files.

Sharing Children Learn What They Live Poem responsibly is another important recommendation.
Legal and ethical sharing practices protect authors, publishers, and users alike. Public domain,
open-access, or officially licensed versions can be shared freely, while copyrighted editions should
be shared through official links or approved platforms. Respecting copyright ensures sustainable
access to quality content for everyone.

Combining multiple formats—such as PDF, ePub, and audiobook—offers the most balanced learning
experience. PDFs preserve layout and structure, ePub files provide adaptable text and accessibility
features, and audiobooks support auditory learning and hands-free consumption. Using these
formats together allows users to adapt their learning approach to different situations and
preferences, maximizing overall effectiveness.

Strategic use for long-term success
For long-term success, users should view Children Learn What They Live Poem as part of a broader
learning ecosystem. Integrating it with note-taking apps, research tools, and cloud storage
platforms enhances continuity and efficiency. Synchronizing notes and reading progress across
devices ensures that learning remains seamless and uninterrupted.

Periodic review of stored materials helps maintain relevance and accuracy. Removing duplicates,
archiving outdated editions, and updating files when newer versions become available keeps the
library clean and dependable. This habit supports professional standards and prevents information
overload.

Final Tips
- Always check source credibility: Obtain Children Learn What They Live Poem from trusted
publishers, official repositories, or reputable platforms. Verifying authenticity reduces the risk of
incomplete or corrupted files and ensures content accuracy.

- Backup copies regularly: Store files on cloud services, external drives, or multiple locations.
Redundant backups protect against data loss caused by hardware failure, accidental deletion, or
software issues.

- Utilize interactive features: If available, take advantage of quizzes, multimedia, hyperlinks,
and interactive diagrams. These elements deepen understanding, improve engagement, and
support different learning styles.

- Adjust reading settings for comfort: Customize font size, brightness, contrast, and



background color to reduce eye strain and improve focus. Comfort directly impacts comprehension
and long-term reading endurance.

- Manage editions carefully: Clearly label files by edition or year, and archive older versions
separately. This prevents confusion and ensures accurate referencing in academic or professional
contexts.

- Balance digital and offline use: Use digital features for search and annotation, but consider
printing key sections when physical reference or handwriting notes improve understanding.

- Plan for future compatibility: Use widely supported formats and keep software updated. This
ensures that Children Learn What They Live Poem remains accessible as devices and operating
systems evolve.

Maximizing value from Children Learn What They Live Poem
Ultimately, the value of Children Learn What They Live Poem depends on how effectively it is used.
By combining thoughtful organization, responsible sharing, interactive learning, and long-term
maintenance, users can transform Children Learn What They Live Poem into a powerful and
enduring knowledge asset. These practices support continuous learning, reliable reference, and
professional growth across changing technological landscapes.

Closing perspective
Children Learn What They Live Poem is more than just a digital document—it is a flexible learning
companion that evolves with the user. When approached strategically and ethically, it offers long-
lasting benefits in education, research, and personal development. By applying the
recommendations outlined above, users can ensure that Children Learn What They Live Poem
remains relevant, accessible, and impactful well into the future.

Children Learn What They Live: A Profound Poem Shaping Our
Understanding of Childhood Development

The simple yet profound adage, "Children learn what they live," is more than just a catchy phrase;
it's a distillation of decades of research and observation in child psychology and development.
While often attributed to Dorothy Law Nolte, who penned a poem of the same name, the underlying
principle is a cornerstone of how we understand the formative years of a child's life. This article
delves deep into the meaning, implications, and enduring relevance of "Children learn what they
live," exploring how the environment, relationships, and experiences a child encounters profoundly
shape their character, behaviors, and overall well-being. We'll unpack the poem's core messages,
its connection to contemporary educational and parenting philosophies, and how understanding
this principle can empower parents and educators to foster nurturing and enriching environments



© learning.insidify.com Children Learn What They Live Poem 21

for the next generation.

The Power of the Nolte Poem: A Heartfelt Testament

Dorothy Law Nolte's poem, "Children Learn What They Live," is a cornerstone in discussions about
early childhood education and parenting. Its verses paint vivid pictures of the direct correlation
between a child's environment and their learned behaviors. The poem's strength lies in its
accessible language and its powerful imagery, making it resonate with parents, educators, and
anyone who has ever interacted with children. It speaks to the unconscious absorption of values,
attitudes, and coping mechanisms that children develop through daily observation and interaction.

The poem's structure, with its parallel clauses and rhythmic flow, makes each lesson memorable
and impactful. For example, lines like "If children live with criticism, they learn to condemn" and "If
children live with hostility, they learn to fight" are stark reminders of the consequences of negative
environments. Conversely, positive conditioning is equally emphasized: "If children live with praise,
they learn appreciation" and "If children live with encouragement, they learn confidence." These
powerful contrasts highlight the critical role of adults in shaping a child's internal world.

Unpacking the Core Principles: Environment as the Ultimate Teacher

At its heart, "Children learn what they live" posits that children are not born with fully formed
personalities or behavioral patterns. Instead, they are like sponges, absorbing everything around
them. This includes:

Parental and Caregiver Behavior: The most significant influence on a child's life is1.
undoubtedly the behavior of their primary caregivers. Children mirror their parents' reactions,
communication styles, and emotional regulation. If parents consistently model patience,
empathy, and respect, children are more likely to develop these qualities. Conversely, exposure
to anger, impatience, or disrespect can lead to similar behaviors in children.
Family Dynamics: The overall atmosphere within the home environment plays a crucial role. A2.
home filled with love, laughter, and open communication fosters a sense of security and
belonging. In contrast, a home marked by conflict, tension, or neglect can create anxiety and
insecurity in children, impacting their social and emotional development.
Peer Interactions: As children grow, their interactions with peers become increasingly3.
influential. The lessons learned on the playground, in classrooms, or during social gatherings
contribute to their understanding of social norms, cooperation, and conflict resolution.
Societal Influences: Broader societal messages, including those encountered through media,4.
school, and community, also contribute to a child's learning. Exposure to diverse perspectives
and positive role models can broaden their understanding of the world.

The Science Behind the Saying: Attachment Theory and Social Learning

The wisdom of "Children learn what they live" is strongly supported by established psychological
theories.



Attachment Theory: The Foundation of Security

Pioneered by John Bowlby and Mary Ainsworth, attachment theory emphasizes the profound
importance of early emotional bonds between children and their caregivers. Secure attachments,
formed through consistent, responsive caregiving, provide children with a safe base from which to
explore the world. This sense of security allows them to develop trust, resilience, and healthy
emotional regulation. Conversely, insecure attachment patterns, often stemming from inconsistent
or unresponsive caregiving, can lead to difficulties in forming relationships and managing emotions
later in life.

Social Learning Theory: Learning Through Observation

Albert Bandura's social learning theory highlights the significant role of observational learning.
Children learn by watching and imitating the behavior of others, particularly role models. This
includes not only overt actions but also the underlying thought processes and emotional responses.
The poem directly reflects this by stating, "Children learn what they see." This underscores the
responsibility of adults to be mindful of the behaviors they model, as children are constantly
learning from them.

The Ripple Effect: Long-Term Consequences of Childhood Experiences

The lessons children learn in their formative years have a ripple effect that extends far into their
adulthood. The foundational beliefs, attitudes, and coping mechanisms developed during childhood
significantly influence their:

Emotional Intelligence: Children who experience supportive and emotionally responsive1.
environments are more likely to develop strong emotional intelligence. This includes the ability
to understand and manage their own emotions, as well as empathize with others.
Social Skills: Positive social interactions and guidance foster the development of crucial social2.
skills such as communication, cooperation, conflict resolution, and empathy. These are vital for
building healthy relationships and navigating social situations.
Self-Esteem and Confidence: Consistent praise, encouragement, and a sense of being valued3.
contribute to a child's healthy self-esteem and confidence. This internal belief in their own worth
empowers them to take risks, pursue their goals, and overcome challenges.
Resilience: Children who learn to navigate challenges with support and guidance develop4.
resilience. They learn that setbacks are not permanent and that they have the capacity to
bounce back from adversity.
Behavioral Patterns: The behaviors children learn to live with often become ingrained5.
patterns. For instance, children raised in environments where aggression is normalized may be
more prone to aggressive behavior, while those exposed to calm and reasoned problem-solving
are more likely to adopt similar approaches.
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Practical Applications: Fostering a Nurturing Environment

Understanding "Children learn what they live" is not about placing blame but about empowering
positive change. Parents and educators can proactively create environments that foster healthy
development by:

Modeling Positive Behavior: Be the Change You Want to See

This is perhaps the most crucial takeaway. Children are always watching. Consciously model the
behaviors you wish to see in them. This includes:

Emotional Regulation: Demonstrate healthy ways to manage anger, frustration, and1.
disappointment.
Respectful Communication: Speak to others, including children, with kindness, respect, and2.
active listening.
Empathy and Compassion: Show genuine concern for the feelings and needs of others.3.
Problem-Solving: Approach challenges with a calm and constructive mindset.4.
Patience: Understand that learning and development take time.5.

Creating a Safe and Supportive Space: The Bedrock of Growth

A child's environment should be a sanctuary where they feel safe, loved, and accepted. This
involves:

Unconditional Love: Express love and affection consistently, regardless of a child's behavior.1.
Clear Boundaries and Expectations: Provide structure and guidance with consistent, age-2.
appropriate rules.
Open Communication: Encourage children to express their thoughts and feelings without fear3.
of judgment.
Active Listening: Truly hear what your child is saying, both verbally and non-verbally.4.

Encouraging and Praising Effort: Building Confidence

Focus on effort and process rather than just outcomes. This fosters a growth mindset and
encourages perseverance.

Specific Praise: Instead of generic compliments, offer specific feedback on their efforts, like "I1.
love how you kept trying even when that puzzle piece was tricky!"
Celebrate Small Victories: Acknowledge and celebrate progress, no matter how small.2.
Believe in Their Potential: Show your child that you believe in their ability to learn and grow.3.

Learning from Mistakes: A Crucial Life Skill

Mistakes are inevitable and offer valuable learning opportunities. Frame them as such:

Normalize Mistakes: Let children know that everyone makes mistakes and that they are part1.



of the learning process.
Focus on Solutions: Instead of dwelling on the error, help them brainstorm ways to correct it or2.
learn from it.
Avoid Shaming: Never shame or ridicule a child for making a mistake.3.

The Enduring Relevance in a Changing World

In today's fast-paced, digitally driven world, the principle that "Children learn what they live"
remains profoundly relevant, perhaps even more so. The constant influx of information and diverse
influences can be overwhelming. Therefore, the role of consistent, nurturing, and positive primary
environments becomes even more critical. Parents and educators must be more intentional than
ever in shaping the environments that children inhabit, ensuring they are filled with love, respect,
and opportunities for growth.

The poem serves as a timeless reminder that the foundations of a well-adjusted, confident, and
contributing individual are laid in the early years. By understanding and embracing the profound
truth that "Children learn what they live," we are empowered to create a brighter future for our
children, one nurtured by positive experiences and guided by exemplary role models. This
understanding is not just about raising well-behaved children; it's about cultivating compassionate,
resilient, and capable human beings who will, in turn, shape a better world.
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